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...Two of my earliest papers were published in the Tohoku
Mathematical Journal in 1935 and I can still remember the ex-
citement on receiving the letters of acceptance from Professors

Hayashi and Fujiwara. ...
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Yano and I differed by about four months in age, he being the
younger one. It must have been an accident that both of us got
interested in the same area of mathematics, as a result of which
our paths have crossed repeatedly. We first met in Paris in the fall
of 1936 when we both did the natural thing that a differential ge-
ometer would do, e.g., to be close to the great master Elie Cartan.
When Cartan met his students Thursday afternoons, we were in

the hallway outside his office in “Institut Henri Poincaré” 0
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(IT it lifted the whole subject at one stroke to a higher plane
than where Blaschke’s school had left it, and I was impressed by
the unusual talent and depth of understanding that shone through
it.
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...On that day I met his wife and children for the first time, and
I remember the occasion vividly. Chern, in his cap, looked very
much the Manchurian general. But to me the most unforgettable
sight was his daughter May, a small girl not yet two years old, all
wrapped up in white furs; nothing more lovely would have been

imagined. ...

goooog.
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