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Opening Address
at MSJ-KMS Joint Meeting 2012

Good Morning, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is great pleasure and honor for me to have you at the first Joint Meeting of
the Mathematical Society of Japan and the Korean Mathematical Society.
We thank the speakers and the audience who have arrived here despite the
Typhoon No. 16 approaching Fukuoka.

As you know, the recent development of mathematics in Asian countries —
Korea, Taiwan, China, Vietnam and so on — is very fast and remarkable,
meaning that we need to advance research cooperation and mutual exchange
of ideas within Asia. In view of this situation, the idea of this meeting is
to showcase top level mathematical achievements in Japan and Korea, and
thereby help people find chances for new joint researches and projects. As
you see in the program, one plenary talk and eight session talks are provided
by Japan and Korea, respectively. We are sure that all the talks will be of
great interest and high scholarly level.

The venue of the meeting is Centennial Hall of the Medical School, Kyushu
University. It is not by chance that we chose Kyushu University, Fukuoka,
as the venue of the first Joint Meeting. There are at least two reasons.

The first one is rather practical. Kyushu University is one of the major
universities in Japan with one of the biggest mathematics department. This
means that university facilities and human resources are simultaneously
available. This beautiful hall and the corps of graduate students are both
indispensable for the preparation of the meeting. We are cordially grateful
to Kyushu University and its staff, particularly to the local organizers team
led by Professor Miyuki Koiso.

The second reason is more symbolic. Historically, Fukuoka has been the
principal Japanese gateway to Asian civilizations. An artifact, a gold seal,
was discovered in Fukuoka which proves that there was a contact between
Japan and Chinese Han dynasty as early as in the first century. In the
8th century, there was a guest house here for people from the continent.
Diplomats from Japan and Korea used to compose poems in Chinese, the
Asian common language at the time. Even today, Fukuoka is an interna-
tional city with considerable Asian population. You can taste the influences
of Asian cultures in wonderful foods of Fukuoka, which are famous not only



for fresh fish but also for their great varieties. In the evening, you will enjoy
Fukuoka’s international culinary culture.

Frankly speaking, there are some political disputes between Japan, Korea
and other Asian countries. However, we have been, are and will be neigh-
bors. You cannot refuse this simple fact. The typhoon now hitting Japan
came from Taiwan and will reach Korea tomorrow. We should rather co-
operate with each other to cope with problems than fighting against each
other. I should be very happy if this meeting would help mitigate political
tensions through scholarly partnership, cooperation and frank discussions.
Fortunately, we mathematicians have our own common language, mathe-
matics, free from prejudices and nationalistic enthusiasm. In some sense,
this meeting is just a starting point. In near future it will hopefully develop
into a joint meeting of a bigger framework, involving Taiwan, continental
China and other Asian countries as well.

Thank you for your attention.

Yoichi Miyaoka,
President of the Mathematical Society of Japan



