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The goal of JAMI is to foster friendly relationships between Japan and the
United States; its academic purpose is to formalize and extend the long-
existing relationship between the department and the Japanese mathematical
community, and to use that relationship more generally to further mathemat-
ical interactions between the two countries.
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Dear Professor Morita,
I am writing to you at the suggestion of Professor Toshitake Kohno.

You, as the President of the Mathematical Society of Japan, may well have
a good idea of how Japanese mathematicians feel about many things. What
I am concerned with now is the sentiment towards the Japanese American
Mathematics Institute (JAMI).

Please let me explain. JAMI was founded in 1988 by a sort of agreement
between mathematicians in Japan and those at the Johns Hopkins University.
In 1988, almost everyone in my Department could benefit personally from
JAMI. Now, the composition of the Department is different, and a growing
number of my colleagues feel that a true high-level JAMI program in their
research area is not feasible.

These people want, in effect, to change JAMI to AMI. By that I mean they
wish to be able to use the allocation for JAMI in the Department budget
for ANY sort of visitor/conference set-up chosen by the JHU organizer, one
that might have no Japanese visitors at all. One of them even feels we could
make this change without consulting Japan. If we did something like that, the
special place of Japan in our institute would become terminated by default.

As Director of JAMI, I find myself in a strange situation. I am happy to keep
JAMI as is. You may know that I am the JHU organizer of this academic year’s
program in Hodge Theory and Log Geometry, a traditional sort of program
with a total of seven Japanese mathematicians visiting. On the other hand, I
can understand the feelings of my colleagues.

I am hoping you can provide an honest statement of how ”Japan” feels about
the importance of JAMI, and how much Japanese mathematicians want JAMI
to continue. That could well influence the ultimate resolution of the situation.

Sincerely, - Steven Zucker.
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Having deep gratitude to JAMI as a result of our participation in its pro-
grams, and to the Johns Hopkins University for its support, we express our
hope that JAMI will continue to function. While we appreciate the difficult
circumstances facing JAMI, we urge that this manifestation of the excellent
relationship that has been established between U.S. and Japanese mathemati-
cians be permitted to remain in some form.
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